
Vespasia Polla Vespasiani Family* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 = Saint Arnouald, 29th Bishop of Metz Mayor of the Palace of 
Austrasia Duke of Moselle Marquis d’Anvers Advisor to the 
Merovingian Court 582 Nancy Lorraine Frankish Kingdom-640 
Metz Austrasia Lorraine France + Saint Dode/ Clothilde of Metz 
c583 ?-611 Ardenne, Namur, Belgium = 2 children 

= Ansigisel Meroving of Metz, Mayor of the Palace of Austrasia c602 
Metz Moselle Alsace-Champagne-Ardenne-Lorraine France-662 
Siegburg Cologne Nordrhein-Westfalen Deutschland + Saint Beggue 
of Austrasia Abbesse d'Andenne-sur-Meuse 613-693  = ? children 

= Pépin II d'Héristal, Mayor of the Palace of King Theodoric Duke & Prince of the Franks & of 
Austrasia c635 Herstal, Liège, Belgium-714 Begium +1. Plectrude; +2. Alpais = 4 children 

= Charles Martel “The Hammer” Mayor of the Palaces of Austrasia & Neustria Duke, Prince & 
Acting King of the Franks 686 Herstal Liège Belgium-741 Quierzy, Aisne, Nord-Pas-de-Calais-
Picardie +1. Atula of Austraia; +2. Rotrude; +3. Swanhilde von den Bayern = ? children 

= Pépin III King of the Franks 714 Jupille-sur-Meuse Liège Belgium-768 Seine-Saint-Denis Île-
de-France +1. Leuthergis; +2. Bertha Braodfoot of Laon = 7 children 

= Charlemagne/ Karolus Magnus/ Karl der Große King of the Franks, Emperor of the Romans, Holy Roman Emperor 742 ? Belgium/Germany-814 
Aachen Nordrhein-Westphalen Deutschland +1. Desiderata of the Lombards; +2. Hildegard von Vinzgouw; +3. Fastrada; +4. Luitgard; [+]5. 
Himiltrude; [+]6. Gerswinde of Saxony; [+] 7. Madelgarde of Lommois  [+]8. Almaltrud von Wien; [+] 9. Regina; [+] 10. Ethleline = at least 20 children 

= 2. Pépin Carloman King of Italy, of Lombardy, Bavaria, Carinthia, Alemannia s. of Danube 777 
Aachen Nordrhein-Westfalen Deutschland- 810 Milan Lombardy Frankish Empire +1. -- de France; 
+2. Ingeltrude van Autun; +3. – Rothais; +4. Mistress of Pépin; [+]5. Bertha de Toulouse = 8 children 

= Ferreolus of Rodez c485-? Senator of Narbonne Narbonne Aude 
Languedoc-Roussillon France +c520< Saint Dode Abbess of St.-
Pierre de Rheims <509-? = 1 child 

= Ansbertus duc de Moselle & Bourgogne, Margrave de la Scheide, 
Mayor of the Palace in Austrasia & Bourgogne, Gallo-Roman 
Senator of Narbonne c520-590 Moselle Lorraine France + Blithilde 
c513-? = 5 children 

= Flavius Afranius Syagrius c345-
395- Lyon Rhône-Alpes France 
Gallo-Roman Senator, Poet, 
Proconsul of Africa 379, Prefect of 
Rome 381, Consul of Emperor 
Gratian 382 +? = ? children  

 +409 = Syagria Papianilla Flavia 
Syagrius Clarissima Femina Dame 
de Narbonn c390-463 = ? children 

= Tonantius Ferreolus II Gallo-Roman Senator, Praetorian Prefect & 
Senator of Gaul c420-c475 Narbonne Aude Languedoc-Roussillon 
France + Papianilla Clarissima Femina c415-? = 4 children 

= Tonantius Ferreolus III Senator of Narbonne c440-c515 Narbonne 
Aude Languedoc-Roussillon France +1. Alquima 460-?; +2. 
Industria de Narbonne c470-? = 6 children 

= Tonantius Ferreolus I Praetorian Prefect 
of Gaul c390-475 Gaul Roman Empire 
(Nimes Cévennes Languedoc France) 

= Afrianus Hannibalianus Afranii 
Roman Consul 280-? + Eutropia 
Augusta de Rome/ Galacia di Roma 
= 1 child 

= Flavius Afranius Hannibalianus 
Afranii 245-292 + Eutropia Empress 
of Rome c250-c325 = 1 child 

= Hannibalianus de Thralles 
Afranius Afranii c225-? + Flavia de 
Théra de Rome c225-? = 3 children 

Afranius Hannibalianus 
Afranii Prince of Syria c200-
292 +Flavia Titus c210-? = ? 
children 

= Ferreolus Constantine 
Dardanus Tribune of Gaul, 
Roman Senator c350 Lyon 
Rhone Rhone-Alpes 
France-c380 + Syagria 
Afrianus de Syagrii 

= Flavius Theodosius Augustus/ Theodosius The Great, Emperor of 
Rome 347 Cauca Gallicia Spain-396 Milan Lombardy Italy. Last to rule 
over both eastern and western parts of the Roman Empire. 

= Flavius Postumius Syagrius Prefect 
of the city of Rome c230-275 + ? 

= X Flavia Postumius  Syagrius 
c285-? + Afranius Flaccilus 
Aelianus Afrani Consul of Rome 

= Syagria Postumii Syagrii di 
Rome c300 Gaul-? = 3 
children 

+ = Aegedius Afranius de Syagrius de Lyon 
c285/315-c350< Roman general last Roman 
magister militum per Gallias  

Vespasius Pollo 
Military Tribune ?-45 
Nursia + ? 

Titus Flavius Petronius Sabinus c45 BCE Centurion Reserve Army 
of Pompeii, Tax Collector Reate Sabinia Italy-15 Rome [+] Tertulia 
Tertuilius di Roma 32 BCE Lazio Italy -9AD Rome 

= Titus Flavius I Sabinus Tax Collector 
& Banker c20 BCE Rieti Lazio Italy-? 

= Titus Flavius II Sabinus Consul of Rome c8-69 
+ 1. 63 AD Arrechina Clementina Arrechinus 
Tertulla c12-65; +2. Marcia Furnilla 

= Quintus Petillius Cerialis 
Caesius Rufus Caesii Senator 
of Rome, Governor of Britain 
30 Ombrie Italy-83  

+ =Flavia  Saint 
Domitilla ?-95< 

= Titus Flavius IV Sabinus Consul of 
Rome c70-? + Julia Flavia 64-91 Rome 

 

= Marcus Postumia Festus de 
Rome, Consul Suffect de Rome ?-
160 + Vibia Varia Paulia de Rome 
c150-? 

= Titus Flavius V 
Titanius Syagrius ?-c180  

= Titus Flavius Postumius Quietus 
Syagrius Consul of Rome c 272 +? 

+ = Postumia 
Varia de Rome 

+ = Titus Flavius III 
Clemens Sabinus 50-95  

+ = Vespasia 
Polla 19 BCE-? 

= Titus Flavius Caesar Vespasianus Augustus 9 Falacrinae-79 Rieti, Italy Proconsul 
of Africa 53-69, Emperor of Rome 69-79 + 1. 38 AD Domitilla the Elder 2 Sabratha 
North Africa (present Libya)-66 Rome;1 +[2.] Antonia Caenis ?-74 = 3 children 

= 1. Titus Flavius Caesar 
Vespasianus Augustus 39 
Rome-81 Rieti Emperor of 
Rome 79-81 +1. Marcia 
Furnilla+ 2. Arrecina Tertulla  

= 1. Titus Flavius Caesar Domitianus Augustus 
51-96 Rome Emperor of Rome 81-96 + 1. 70 
Domitia Longina; [+] 2. Julia Flavia 64-91 Rome 

Petillius Rufus, 
Prefect of Rome c 
18 AD + ? Caesia 

= 1. Flavia 
Domitilla the 
Younger 45-
66 Rome +60  

= Flavius 
Vespasia c10 
BCE-c10BCE 

= 1. Julia Flavia 64-91 
Rome 

= 1. Titus Flavius 
Caesar 73-82 Rome 

*After having worked backward through countless genealogies spanning centuries of mostly nameless, faceless, and 
invisible African forebears, and mostly nameless, faceless, and invisible wives and mothers, it was a welcome surprise to 
come across the Ur-matriarch of the Piper/Downs family, Vespasia Polla Vespasiani (15 BCE-?), pictured. She is the 22st 
great-grandmother of both Liudolf Grand Duke of Saxony (c816-864) and also his first wife Oda Billung von Thüringen; 
and the 59th great- grandmother of both Daniel Ashby Piper (1881-1966) and also his first wife Beatrix Downs Piper 
McCleary (1892-1969). The mother of one Roman emperor, the grandmother of two more, and the 8th-plus great-
grandmother of several more, her father’s family, gens Polla, [or Pollia] is counted among the oldest patrician families of 
ancient Rome. But in fact they were originally a clever and enterprising plebeian clan of the equestrian order. Suetonius 
describes her as being “descended of worshipful parentage, … the daughter of Vespasius Pollio” and refers to a “hill-top 
[near Nursia], bearing the name of Vespasiae, where many monuments of the Vespasii are to be seen, a great evidence to 
prove the nobleness and antiquity of that family” (History of Twelve Caesars, trans. Philemon Holland, 1606), 347. At least 

Cassius Labienus Posthumus 
[PII265-270] + ? = 

+ 2. Flavius Constantius III Co-
Emperor of Rome c360 Naissus Serbia-
421 Ravenna = 3 children 

she has a name and a face. The medallion image of her is from page 121 of the Promptuarium Iconum Insigniorum 
(1558, Zürich). 
1Domitilla the Elder, the Emperor Vespasian’s wife and mother of his three children, was a North African 
freedwoman born to Flavius Liberalis (Lat. befitting a freedman), a scribe, and an unknown mother. She had been 
the consort of Statilius Capella, a Roman equestrian also born in Sabratha. Suetonius says that through her 
father’s efforts, she was “afterwards pronounced a gentlewoman born and naturalized a citizen of Rome.” 
2The first known Roman expedition in Africa was led by Lucius Cornelius Balbus the Younger, Proconsul of 
Africa, in 19 BCE. 
3 In “The Feudal Society and the Christian Epic” in his Medieval Essays, Christopher Dawson compares Héribert II 
Comte de Vermandois (c880-943) to “the bosses and racketeers of the American underworld” “who had made a 
position for themselves by a judicious combination of intimidation and protection.” 
4The Vermandois lineage is represented more fully in Daniel Ashby Piper Family Tree. 

= Lincina Eudoxia Augusta the Elder Roman Empress 
c422 Constantinople-460 Jerusalem + 

= Theodosius II Eastern Roman Emperor 401-450 
Constantinople + Aélia Eudocia Augusta = 4 children 

Thermantius the Elder 
c300 Rome + ? 

+ Flavius Honorius Theodosius the Elder Count of 
Brittania c310 Gallicia Spain-376 Carthage Tunisia 

+1.= Aélia Flavia 
Syagria Afrani c337-
? = 4 children 

= Thermantia the Elder c321 Spain-386 
Coca Segovia Castilla y León Spain 

= 3. Aélia Galla 
Placidia Augustus 
Queen of the West 
Goths c385 
Constantinople-450 
Rome 

= Aélia 
Pulcheria 
c385-386 Italy 

= Flavius Honorius Augustus Western 
Co-Emperor of Rome 384 Spain-423 
Milan + 1. Maria; +2. Thermantia 

= Arcadius Eastern Roman Emperor 
c377Cauca Gallaecia Spain-408 Rome + 
Aélia Eudoxia Augusta = 5 children 

= Theodora of the 
Visigoths c460 Italy-
c525 France + 
Theodoric the Great 
King of the Ostrogoths 
454 Hungry-526 
Ravenna 

+1. Ataulf King of 
the Visigoths = 4 
children 

+2. = 2. Valentian III Western 
Roman Emperor 419 Ravenna-
455 Rome = 2 children; 

= 3. Valentinian 
II Emperor of 
Rome c371 
Cibalae-392 
Milan 

Flavius Valentinianus I Emperor of Rome 
321 Vinkovci Croatia-375 Hungary + 3. 
Flavia Justina c340 Rome-388 Byzantium = 
6 children 

+ 2. = 3. Flavia Galla Valentina 
Roman Empress 347 Spain-394 
Rome = 3 children 

= Hilderic King of the Vandals & Alans 462-534 
Carthage North Africa + Amalafreda the 
Younger Queen of the Thuringii 

= 1. Huneric King of the 
Vandals & Alans 415 Spain-484 
Carthage North Africa + 
Eudoxia Minor =  3 children  

+1. Genseric the Lame first King of 
the Vandals in Africa2 389 Hungary-
477 Carthage North Africa = 3 
children +3. Flavius Anicius Petronius 

Maximus Western Roman 
Emperor 396-455 Rome = 4 
children 

= Justa Grata Honoraria Augusta 
416 Ravenna-455 Rome + 1. 
Flavius Bassus Herculanus; [+2.] 
Attila the Hun 

= Hoamer Hasdingi L’Achille of the 
Vandals c480 Carthage North Africa-
c530 Gaul + Gosanna of the Vandals = 

= Goiswinth of the Vandals 
c526-582 Castile Spain 

= Bernard, King of Lombardy c797 Vermandois Neustria Frankish Empire-818 Milan Neustria + 
Cunégonde c795 Bohain-en-Vermandois Aisne Picardy France-835 Milan Lombardy Italy = 2 children 

= Pepin II Seigneur de Senlis, de Peronne & de Saint-Quentin c817 Vermandois, Picardy, France-848 
Milan, Milano, Lombardia, Italy +1. –diFriull; +2. Cunegonde de Senlis de Valois; +3. Rothailde de 
Bobbio; 4. – du Vexin = 12 children 

= Héribert I Comte de Vermandois Lord of Senlis, Péronne & Saint Quentin 848 Vermandois, 
Normandy, France-902 France +1. Richilde van Parijs; +2. Lietgardis de Troyes = 5 children incl 
Béatrice de Vermandois c880-931 

= Héribert II Comte de Vermandois, Meaux & Soissons3 c880 ?-943 Saint-Quentin-sur-Isère, Isere, 
Rhone-Alpes, France +1. Adèle de France; +2, Liégarde Comtesse de Mantes c902 Meulan Ile-de-
France France-991 Valois Oise Picardy France = 13 children 

= 2. Louis I der Fromme/ le Pieux/ Ludwig I Emperor of the Romans 778 Casseneuil Lot-et-
Garonne Acquitaine Carolingian Empire-840 Ingelheim Rheinhessen Carolingian Empire +1. 
Ermengarde von Hesbaye; +2. Judith von Bayern; [+] 3. Theodelinde von Sens = 10 children 

= Lothair der Franken Emperor of the Romans & of the Occident, King of Bayern, Italy, 
Lombardy, Lorraine c795 Altidorf bei Nürnberg Bayern Deutschland-855 Eifelkreis Bitburg-
Prüm Rheinland-Pfalz Frankish Empire + 1. Ermengarde of Tours; [+]2. Doda = 11 children 

= + Ermengarde de Lorraine/ Irmgard von Lothringen der Karolingers Duchess of Moselle 
Princess of Italy & Prussia 827 Alsace-Champagne-Ardenne-Lorraine France-860 Moselle 
Alsace-Champagne-Ardenne-Lorraine = 2 children 

= Reginar I “Longneck” von Maasgau Lotharingia, Duke of Lorraine, Count of Hainault 860 
Verdun Meuse Lorraine France-915 Meersen Limburg the Netherlands +1, Ermentrude of 
France; +2. Hersende de Lorraine; +3. Alberade de Mons Duchess de Basse Lorraine = 5 
children 

= Gilbert Duke of Lorraine 880 Rheims Marne Champage-Ardenne France-939 Andernach 
Rineland Palatinate Germany + Gerberga von Sachsen = 4 children 

= + 2. Gerberga von Sachsen Duchess & Princess of Lorraine c935-978 Vermandois = 
10 children 

= Adalbert The Pious, Comte de Vermandois 920 Vermandois Normandy France-987 St 
Quentin Marne Champagne-Ardenne France + 1. Heresinde c890-950;  

= Heribert III Comte de Vermandois c955-Vermandois Normandy France-993/1035 St. 
Quentin Nord Pas-de-Calais France4 + Ermengardis de Bar-sur-Seine ?-? = 6 children 

= Flavius Iulius Honorius 285 Spain-? [+] Flavia 
Maxima Fausta 289 Rome-325 Tréves Gard 
Languedoc-Roussillon France; + Flavia Actia 

Flavius Julius 
Honorius ?-? + ? =  


